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Zach interrupts, saying to Bill, “Well, I didn’t mean to bump you, and besides I am tired of you always 
cutting in line at lunch. You are such a bully to everyone—my dad says you are just like your dad was in 
school!”

“At least my dad isn’t a sissy,” says Bill, who is very tall and athletic. “I didn’t hurt you or anyone else. 
You’re just like a little girl.”

Ms. Barone states firmly, “Both of you stop right now. You should be ashamed of yourselves for talking 
to each other that way.”

Both boys keep looking at each other with angry faces, but they discontinue their verbal and physical 
assaults. Ms. Barone sends the other children to lunch and has a short talk with the boys.

“Now, Bill, accidents do happen, and Zach may not have meant to bump into you. And Zach, it is not nice 
to call others names. You both need to keep your hands to yourself.”

The boys give a quick “okay” and walk to lunch.

During the lunch break, Ms. Barone checks her e-mail. Patricia’s mom, Mary, has sent an e-mail to tell 
Ms. Barone that Patricia has been very upset about how Kashi treats her at school. The e-mail reads as 
follows:

Ms. Barone,

We have been having several conversations in the evening about Patricia and Kashi. Patricia tells 
me that Kashi has a “team” of girls and if Patricia doesn’t do what Kashi asked then she cannot 
be on the “team.” Her dad and I have tried to explain that Patricia should not allow others to 
boss her around and talk her into doing things she doesn’t want to do. I am already somewhat 
concerned about Patricia’s self-esteem and want her to have enough self-confidence to stand up 
for herself. I typically would have continued to try and work with Patricia at home on this issue, 
but now something else has happened and I thought you should be aware. Last week I was told 
by my friend who works in the cafeteria 
that Patricia doesn’t always take all the 
food options because Kashi is whisper-
ing to her to only take the food that Kashi 
likes. I understand that a teacher cannot 
know everything that happens during the 
day, especially on the playground or at 
lunch, but I wanted you to know about 
this issue. Any advice you can give us to 
help Patricia deal with these issues 
would be helpful.

Mary

ASSESS:
1.	 How well do you think Ms. Barone handled the girls entering the classroom? How well do  

you think she handled the boys in the lunch line? Do you think gender played a role in her 
treatment of the incidents?

2.	 What examples of aggression did you notice?

3.	 What factors in the children’s lives might have contributed to their behavior?

4.	 How would you respond to Mary’s e-mail?
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